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care during these periods must be pre-
dominantly nursing care. A period of
crisis is a period in which the indi-
vidual requires continuous care to
achieve palliation or management of
acute medical symptoms.

(b) Respite care. (1) Respite care is
short-term inpatient care provided to
the individual only when necessary to
relieve the family members or other
persons caring for the individual.

(2) Respite care may be provided only
on an occasional basis and may not be
reimbursed for more than five consecu-
tive days at a time.

(c) Bereavement counseling. Bereave-
ment counseling is a required hospice
service but it is not reimbursable.

[48 FR 56026, Dec. 16, 1983, as amended at 55
FR 50835, Dec. 11, 1990]

Subpart G—Payment for Hospice
Care

§ 418.301 Basic rules.
(a) Medicare payment for covered

hospice care is made in accordance
with the method set forth in § 418.302.

(b) Medicare reimbursement to a hos-
pice in a cap period is limited to a cap
amount specified in § 418.309.

[48 FR 56026, Dec. 16, 1983, as amended at 56
FR 26919, June 12, 1991]

§ 418.302 Payment procedures for hos-
pice care.

(a) HCFA establishes payment
amounts for specific categories of cov-
ered hospice care.

(b) Payment amounts are determined
within each of the following categories:

(1) Routine home care day. A routine
home care day is a day on which an in-
dividual who has elected to receive
hospice care is at home and is not re-
ceiving continuous care as defined in
paragraph (b)(2) of this section.

(2) Continuous home care day. A con-
tinuous home care day is a day on
which an individual who has elected to
receive hospice care is not in an inpa-
tient facility and receives hospice care
consisting predominantly of nursing
care on a continuous basis at home.
Home health aide or homemaker serv-
ices or both may also be provided on a
continuous basis. Continuous home
care is only furnished during brief peri-

ods of crisis as described in § 418.204(a)
and only as necessary to maintain the
terminally ill patient at home.

(3) Inpatient respite care day. An inpa-
tient respite care day is a day on which
the individual who has elected hospice
care receives care in an approved facil-
ity on a short-term basis for respite.

(4) General inpatient care day. A gen-
eral inpatient care day is a day on
which an individual who has elected
hospice care receives general inpatient
care in an inpatient facility for pain
control or acute or chronic symptom
management which cannot be managed
in other settings.

(c) The payment amounts for the cat-
egories of hospice care are fixed pay-
ment rates that are established by
HCFA in accordance with the proce-
dures described in § 418.306. Payment
rates are determined for the following
categories:

(1) Routine home care.
(2) Continuous home care.
(3) Inpatient respite care.
(4) General inpatient care.
(d) The intermediary reimburses the

hospice at the appropriate payment
amount for each day for which an eligi-
ble Medicare beneficiary is under the
hospice’s care.

(e) The intermediary makes payment
according to the following procedures:

(1) Payment is made to the hospice
for each day during which the bene-
ficiary is eligible and under the care of
the hospice, regardless of the amount
of services furnished on any given day.

(2) Payment is made for only one of
the categories of hospice care described
in § 418.302(b) for any particular day.

(3) On any day on which the bene-
ficiary is not an inpatient, the hospice
is paid the routine home care rate, un-
less the patient receives continuous
care as defined in paragraph (b)(2) of
this section for a period of at least 8
hours. In that case, a portion of the
continuous care day rate is paid in ac-
cordance with paragraph (e)(4) of this
section.

(4) The hospice payment on a contin-
uous care day varies depending on the
number of hours of continuous services
provided. The continuous home care
rate is divided by 24 to yield an hourly
rate. The number of hours of contin-
uous care provided during a continuous
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